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From the Dance Notation Bureau

Martha Graham Works at the DNB Library

IN 2002 A COURT DECISION was made in regard to the choreographic works
of Martha Graham. The Martha Graham Center received the rights to 45 Graham
choreographic works, former artistic director Ron Protas received the rights to
Seraphic Dialogue (1955) and 10 works are now listed in public domain.

The DNB Library houses scores of eight Graham works (Steps in the Street and
Diversion of Angels are complete scores, the rest are works in progress):

*Steps in the Street (1936) taught by Joyce Herring (2003) based on a revival by
Yuriko [Kikuchi] and Graham in 1987, notated by Ray Cook, 2006.

American Document (1938) notated by Helen Priest Rogers, 1940's.

El Penitente (1940) notated by Muriel Topaz, 1973.

*Appalachian Spring (1944) revived by Carol Freed, notated by Christine Clark,
1972.

Dark Meadow (1946) revived by Helen McGehee, notated by Susie Watts
Margolin, 1964.

Diversion of Angels (1948) notated by Muriel Topaz, 1967-1971.

Diversion of Angels (1948) revived by Nathan Montoya and Takako Asakawa,
notated by Leslie Rotman, 1996.

Seraphic Dialogue (1955) as taught by Ethel Winter, notated by Julie French,
1965.

* Dances in public domain

STEPS IN THE STREET (1936) is our newest acquisition. It was part of a
Depression-era Suite, “Chronicle,” and was brought back to life by Yuriko
[Kikuchi] and Martha Graham in 1987. When Steps in the Street came into public
domain, the Department of Dance at Vassar College, asked to stage it for their
concert program in 2003. Joyce Herring taught her version of Yuriko and
Graham’s reconstruction from 1987. Ray Cook, retired professor at Vassar College
and a certified notator, wrote the score. The project was made possible through the
grants from the Gladys Krieble Delmas Foundation and National Endowment for
the Arts. It was completed and stored in our library in 2006.

THE PUBLIC HAS ONSITE ACCESS for educational and research purposes to
these Graham scores, except Seraphic Dialogue, which requires special permission
from Ron Protas.

A circulation fee is charged to rent the scores. Questions should be directed to the
Library Notation Associate, Mei-Chen Lu, by calling the DNB or through email at
library @dancenotation.org.

THE MARTHA GRAHAM CENTER OF CONTEMPORARY DANCE has
made several of its masterworks available for student productions. Yuriko has been
offering her services as a stager to ensure the continued performance of these
works. Some of these masterworks are: Celebration, Panorama, Night Journey,
and Lamentation. A full listing is available on their website along with more
information about restagings at www.marthagraham.org.






